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Migration Research in Finland: 
State of the Field

Johanna Leinonen

This bibliography comprises studies on migration, integration, ethnic relations, and 
related subjects from a period that spans from the late eighteenth century to the pre-
sent time. The research themes included cover a wide range of topics, reflecting the 
heterogeneity of the research field, and the fact that migration touches upon all aspects 
of human life. Hence, we1 have collected research that focuses, for example, on multi-
culturalism, citizenship, identity, minorities, forced migration, ethnicity, acculturation, 
multiculturalism, integration, racism and discrimination, and other related themes. For 
the sake of brevity, in this bibliography, I will employ the term “migration research” to 
refer to the wide range of topics. We also included scholarship on migration to different 
directions – migration to and from Finland – as well as migrations taking place inside 
the country (i.e. internal migration). While most scholarship (both to and from Finland) 
focuses on the migrant generation – i.e. the people who have moved themselves – an 
increasing number of scholars explore topics such as the second generation (migrants’ 
children), multiculturalism, racism and anti-racism, and ethnic relations, i.e. issues 
that arise from the way society is molded by and responds to the growing diversity. 
The bibliography also covers a selection of studies on so-called national minorities, 
but this listing is not comprehensive, as the primary focus in this collection process 
has been on migration-related topics. The minorities included are primarily the ethnic 
minorities of the Sámi, Roma, Jews, and Tatars; studies on Swedish-speaking Finns are 
also included, but this literature is too expansive to be covered in any comprehensive 
manner in this publication.

In this introduction, my purpose is to discuss the most important research trends 
over the years, as reflected by the bibliography. In the conclusion, I will discuss some 
gaps in the research field. First, however, I start with some information about the data 

1 I use the pronoun “we” here, as this project would not have been possible to complete with-
out the help of numerous persons working at the Migration Institute of Finland in 2016–
2019. I will name all of them in the end of this introduction. 
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collection and the methods used in the analysis conducted for this introduction. In 
addition, I will alert the reader to the limitations of the data collection. 

Data, methods, and limitations

The information specialist Kaisu Issakainen (the Migration Institute of Finland, MIF2) 
initiated the collection process in 2016 by gathering a selection of existing bibliographies 
(see the list in the end of this chapter), digitizing them, and creating a document includ-
ing all publications from the earlier bibliographies. The period covered by the publica-
tions in this original list spanned from the nineteenth century to 2015. The list, contain-
ing thousands of references, was then crosschecked to remove duplicates. The next step 
was to find gaps in the existing bibliographies and to search for research that is more 
recent. This was done by different methods. First, we utilized online databases, includ-
ing universities’ library databases, the Arto database for articles, the Linda database, and 
the Juuli portal, which contains information on publications produced by researchers at 
Finnish universities and hospital districts. In addition, we searched for publications by 
researchers’ names (e.g. from universities’ research portals and departmental websites) 
and by going through databases of a number of relevant academic journals (for instance, 
the Finnish Journal of Ethnicity and Migration, Nordic Journal of Migration Research, and the 
Journal of Finnish Studies). We also consulted some additional bibliographies, including 
the annual Bibliography of Finnish Population Studies, and compiled all publications, in-
cluding articles in the journal Siirtolaisuus-Migration, published by the MIF. There was no 
language, time, or disciplinary limitation for the search, although most publications are 
in Finnish, English, or Swedish.

In the analytical phase, I brought the bibliographic list to the qualitative data analysis 
software NVivo, where I coded each publication with keywords. Altogether, there are 9,440 
publications in the list. The distribution over the decades is presented in the table below. 
In my analysis, I am focusing on the period starting from 1970. Hence, also in the table 
below I have included the years before 1970 in one category. This is also because a sizeable 
proportion of these early publications were not scholarly publications (see more below). 

Table 1. Finnish migration research in different periods, 1862–2019.

Publication year 1862–1969 1970–1979 1980–1989 1990–1999 2000–2009 2010–2019
% of publications 17 9 6 12 18 31

The list of keywords used in the analytical phase in NVivo can be found in Appendix 2. 
I divided the publications in five-year increments according to the year of publication 

2 The MIF was previously known as the Institute of Migration.
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(for example, 1970–1974, 1975–1979, etc.) to be able to trace how research trends changed 
over time. The coding of the publications was a time-consuming and challenging phase. 
This was because it was occasionally difficult to decipher the focus of the publication 
by only looking at its title. However, because of the volume of publications, it was im-
possible to look up more information about all non-transparent titles from databases. 
Because of the large number of publications, I was convinced that omitting some of the 
opaque publication titles in the analysis would not jeopardize the end result. After this 
phase was completed, I brought the results (by the five-year increments) to Excel to gain 
a deeper understanding of the research trends. NVivo also allowed me to see how dif-
ferent codes (e.g. integration) correlated with other codes (e.g. labor market, education).

The database search for publications was intended to be as comprehensive as 
possible, but the reader has to keep in mind a few caveats. First, no bibliography will 
ever be exhaustive. Because of the broad framing – research on migration to and from 
Finland, internal migration, national minorities, integration, and ethnic relations 
published at any period and in any discipline – it is impossible to cover all published 
research. Second, there are scholars operating in other countries – most notably in 
countries that have accepted a large number of Finnish migrants, such as the United 
States, Canada, and Sweden – who conduct research related to Finnish migration, 
but whose research outputs have not landed in our search net. It was not possible 
resource-wise to go through databases of countries outside Finland. Thirdly, the bib-
liographic collection always reflects the academic background of the collector. As I 
am a historian with additional expertise in social sciences, the result – including this 
introduction – reflects my research background and knowledge base. For instance, 
research on migration to and from Finland is more extensively covered here than 
research on minorities or internal migration. In addition, a bibliography collected by 
an economist, political scientist, or a geographer would likely have a different focus. 
Below, I will discuss these disciplinary divides in more detail. The final caveat is that 
a bibliography is inevitably outdated as soon as it comes out. This is true especially in 
migration scholarship, where the topical nature of the field is encouraging scholars 
to produce novel research continuously.

The database search focused on academic publications. We included primarily 
monographs, anthologies, book chapters, articles, and doctoral dissertations. In addi-
tion, we included review articles, reports, and publications for professional communi-
ties, if they were research-based. In terms of limitations, I chose to leave out Master’s 
theses, with some exceptions.3 Students in a variety of disciplines are writing their 

3 I have included Master’s theses published in the Web reports series of the MIF and a selection 
of Master’s theses produced by the history project initiated at the University of Turku in the 
1960s to study emigration of Finns primarily to North America. The project was important 
in establishing the tradition of historical research on emigration, and it produced a large 
number of studies conducted at different levels. 
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theses on migration-related topics, but it would have been too time-consuming to go 
through theses completed in different disciplines studying migration-related topics at 
all Finnish universities. Secondly, I did not conduct a systematic collection of reports 
produced by different ministries or other authorities involved in migration and integra-
tion administration. However, the bibliography contains some administrative reports 
that mainly derive from the bibliographies published earlier. I decided not to remove 
them from my database, as the earlier reports may not be widely known to scholars and 
unavailable on the Internet; perhaps this bibliography will lead a researcher to some 
of these reports. For example, the reports published by the Ministry of Employment 
on emigration issues in the 1970 and 1980s may be of interest to scholars examining 
political discussions relating to the mass emigration to Sweden in the 1960s and 1970s. 

The bibliography also contains some other kinds of publications that were included 
in the earlier bibliographies but that were not collected from the more contemporary 
period. First, the bibliography on emigration research collected by Olavi Koivukangas 
and Simo Toivonen (1978) included a large amount of newspaper articles, newsletters, 
and other historical documents pertaining to Finnish emigration to different countries, 
in particular to the United States and Canada. For example, these sources offer informa-
tion about the establishment and operation of Finnish organizations and churches and 
Finnish political life in North America. I left them in this bibliography – even though 
a majority of them would not qualify as academic research – because, again, they may 
be interesting research material for scholars. Second, the earlier bibliographies also 
included a selection of biographies and memoirs of migrants, primarily of Finnish 
emigrants. They can be found in this bibliography, but I did not include such items in 
my bibliographic search because of the already broad scope of the project.

Finally, a few words about the organization of the studies in this bibliography, 
as visible in the table of contents. I have chosen to classify the studies according to 
a similar logic that has been used in many other bibliographies, i.e. primarily by the 
direction of movement. The categories Immigration and Emigration also include 
several subsections by theme or the country of destination (the latter in the case of 
emigration research). The category of Mobility and transnational migration includes 
publications that focus on migration more broadly speaking, i.e. not only on immigra-
tion or emigration. It is important to note that each study is usually included in the 
bibliography only once (in a minority of cases, I have entered a publication in two or 
three categories). The process of deciding in which category each publication belongs 
to was not easy, as most studies touch on several themes. However, if I had included 
a large amount of studies in multiple categories, the bibliography would have grown 
in size to a considerable degree. If the reader wishes to find studies on a certain topic 
(e.g. refugee women), I recommend them (in addition to checking the subsections on 
“forced migration” and “gender”) to resort to the pdf version of this bibliography avail-
able on the MIF website and to use the pdf reader’s search function with appropriate 
keywords to look for studies of interest.
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In the next section, I will briefly discuss the disciplinary considerations related to 
this bibliography, before turning to the research trends.

Limits of interdisciplinarity?

The heterogeneity of the themes that scholars of migration-related topics examine 
also reflects the multidisciplinary nature of the research field. Perhaps the most com-
mon disciplines examining migration-related phenomena are in humanities and 
social sciences, especially sociology, history, anthropology, social work, gender studies, 
and political sciences, but also scholars in a wide variety of other disciplines have con-
tributed significantly to the field of study. These fields include (but are not limited to) 
education, law, health sciences, psychology, geography, and economics. Larger research 
projects conducted on migration-related themes are often interdisciplinary. However, 
there are some limitations to interdisciplinary collaboration.

The recent survey of Nordic research on migration and integration (Pyrhönen, 
Leinonen & Martikainen 2017) already pointed to cleavages within the research field 
influencing the past and current research collaboration. Most notably, researchers of 
social sciences and humanities are often quite unaware of the vast research conducted 
on migration, integration, and ethnicity in health sciences and psychology. The same 
applies to economics; another field that often conducts research quite independently 
from humanities and social sciences. This gap in research communication partially 
relates to the methods used, especially between researchers utilizing qualitative meth-
ods and those working with quantitative data. The aforementioned Nordic research 
overview underlined the need for truly interdisciplinary research collaboration. After 
collecting the vast amount of research for this bibliography, I can attest to this need. 
While research on migration-related topics is a multidisciplinary effort and most re-
searchers working in this field engage in multidisciplinary research projects – at least 
within the research “sectors” mentioned above – it would be recommendable to initi-
ate more frequently projects that employ both quantitative and qualitative methods.

Additionally, another cleavage can be argued to exist between historians and social 
scientists working with similar topics. This applies not only to Finnish research but 
European migration research more broadly speaking (Yalaz & Zapata-Barrero 2017). To 
give an example, when research on transnationalism started to bloom internationally 
in the 1990s and in the Finnish context in the late 2000s, historians often lamented the 
tendency of social scientists to frame migrant transnationalism as a product of globali-
zation, global capitalism, and improved means of transportation and digital commu-
nication. Historians, at least internationally, quickly contested this claim by pointing 
out that already during the years of mass migrations in the Atlantic world in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, migrants engaged in activities that would 
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now be described as transnational. Migrants attempted to influence politics in their 
home countries, looked for spouses in home villages, and were in frequent touch with 
their loved ones through letters. Importantly, historians showed that they had already 
been studying these border-crossing phenomena for a long time, although not using 
the concept of transnationalism. Indeed, in Finland, too, scholars had examined, for 
instance, emigrants’ political activism with a “transnational lens” already in the 1970s 
and 1980s (e.g. Kostiainen 1983a). However, research on emigration from Finland, with 
its strong historical emphasis (especially when it comes to research on migration to 
North America and Australia), has remained detached from studies on migration to 
Finland. Social scientists studying immigration and integration are often quite unfa-
miliar with of the vast historical scholarship on the experiences of Finnish emigrants. 

It is important to note that the lack of communication between history and other 
fields of study is not only a scholarly issue; it may also have societal consequences. 
For instance, the way the so-called “refugee crisis” of 2015–2016 was framed in public 
discussions in Europe – as the “unprecedented flow” of forced migrants – indicates a 
remarkable amnesia of how in Europe ravaged by World War II, millions of people were 
pushed out of their homes temporarily or permanently. The ahistorical approach to 
forced migration leads to a situation where the arrival of refugees is repeatedly treated 
as a surprise by policy-makers, the media, and society at large (Kleist 2017). Hence, each 
“refugee crisis” appears as unprecedented and exceptional and, subsequently, as a threat. 
Leo Lucassen, Dutch migration historian, has written about Europe’s historical amnesia 
regarding past population movements and the inability to see migration and mobility 
as integral parts of the continent’s history. Instead, migration is framed as a “permanent 
exception” (Lucassen 2005). We can state that this characterizes Finnish migration re-
search as well. Finland’s migration history is usually described as beginning only in the 
early 1990s, as the Cold War ended, Finland relaxed its very restrictive migration policy 
(for example, by starting to accept international refugees and asylum seekers and by 
qualifying Ingrians in Russia as return migrants), and global migration to the country 
picked up (Puuronen 2006). This framing is coupled with the portrayal of the nation as 
exceptionally homogeneous (before the 1990s) and of Finnish communities of the past 
as immobile – the framing that historians of the nation-state have strongly contributed 
to over the course of the twentieth century (Tervonen 2014). It is to be hoped that future 
research will incorporate a deeper historical understanding of migration-related phe-
nomena, and that scholars initiate research that brings historical research and social 
sciences into a fruitful dialogue. Encouragingly, there is recent research that explicitly 
brings together past and present migration issues (e.g. Keskinen 2019).

In the next five sections, I will outline the main developments in research on mi-
gration-related topics from 1970 to 2019. My principal focus is on research on migra-
tion from and to Finland; I will provide only brief observations on research on internal 
migration and minorities in the fifth section. This is for two reasons: for considerations 
of space and because my own expertise is in international migration research.
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The first decades – focus on emigration

The first thing to point out is that I focused in my bibliographic analysis on the period 
starting from 1970. This is because the earlier publications were rarely based on rigorous 
research, with some exceptions. According to a research review by the MIF published in 
1984 (Siirtolaisuusinstituutti 1984), the first more comprehensive studies on emigration 
(to North America) were published in 1917 (focusing on emigration from a national 
economic perspective, see Kilpi 1917) and in 1924 (exploring social causes and conse-
quences of emigration, see Teijula 1924). The same research review by the MIF credits 
Anna-Leena Toivonen’s doctoral dissertation (1963) as the first dissertation in Finland 
to focus on migration. Her research explored emigration from Southern Ostrobothnia 
to North America, in particular, the social and historical circumstances that pushed and 
pulled people to move in the sending and receiving countries. It is important to note 
that already in the first half of the twentieth century, scholars of Finnish origin were 
also conducting emigration research in North America, primarily in the United States. 
Well-known early scholars included John I. Kolehmainen and John Wargelin.

During the 1960s, the Department of History at the University of Turku launched a 
project focusing on migration to North America, initiated by Professor Vilho Niitemaa. 
This project played an important role in establishing the field of migration research in 
Finland, and over the years, it has produced a large amount of scholarship at different 
levels (from Master’s theses to doctoral dissertations and beyond; see, for example, Kero 
1974a; Kostiainen 1978; Virtanen 1979a; Pilli 1982b). Niitemaa also played a central role 
in the establishment of the MIF in 1974. This vast literature focuses on, among other 
topics, Finnish migrants’ political life, other civic activities, churches and religious 
life, labor, marriage and family, settlement patterns, migrant press, cultural activities, 
the process of adaptation to society, and tensions within the migrant community (e.g. 
between the “Red Finns” and “White Finns”). The scholarship has a strong “ethnic lens”, 
meaning that the ethnic group has been taken as the “natural” unit of analysis, which 
has led to an under-examination of intergroup relations, everyday exchanges with 
various other groups, and inclusion within the locality or city, and a possible over-
emphasis on Finns’ isolation from other groups (see, however, Ronning 2003; see also 
Yalaz & Zapata-Barrero 2017).

The project on North American emigration coincided with the rapid increase of 
migration of Finns to Sweden. This movement reached its peak in the 1960s and 1970s 
when about ten percent of the population moved to Sweden to look for jobs in the 
country’s booming postwar economy. While researchers studying overseas migration 
were primarily historians, scholars examining migration to Sweden represented a wider 
range of disciplines. It should be noted, however, that earlier movements to Sweden had 
already ignited some interest among scholars. The aforementioned research overview 
by the MIF (1984) identifies studies on the movement of Forest Finns to Sweden during 
the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries as the first stage of research on Swed-
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ish migration. Forest Finns originated from Savonia and Northern Tavastia, and they 
practiced slash-and-burn agriculture in forest areas of Sweden and Norway. The first 
studies on this topic were published already in the nineteenth century, and the primary 
destination region of interest for writers was Värmland (e.g. Wallin 1898a; Salminen 
1909). In the postwar period, this earlier migration to Sweden received relatively little 
scholarly attention, possibly because of the obvious interest in the mass migration to 
Sweden of the 1960s and 1970s (see, however, Lähteenmäki 2002). Recently, Sappinen 
(2019) published an exhaustive study on Värmland’s Finns (including a comprehensive 
bibliography on Forest Finns).

In the immediate postwar period, Bruun & Ståhlberg (1950) and Jalo (1950), for in-
stance, examined the transfer of “war children” to Sweden during World War II. More 
research has been conducted on this topic over the years (Salminen 2007). Vilho Koiranen 
published a number of studies on Sweden Finns already in the 1960s, for example, on 
their acculturation (1961b), their “citizenship, contacts, and attitudes” (1962), and as-
similation patterns (1966a). The amount of scholarship on Swedish migration started 
to increase rapidly in the 1970s, partly because of funding provided by the Ministry 
of Employment of Finland. Emigration was commonly framed as a problem for Finn-
ish society, and funding was provided to understand the economic, political, and so-
cial causes and consequences of this migration. At the same time, scholars started to 
examine the mass movement independently of the research funded by the Ministry. 
For example, Elina Haavio-Mannila examined Finnish migrants’ mental health issues 
(Haavio-Mannila 1974; Haavio-Mannila & Stenius 1977) and Magdalena Jaakkola Finns’ 
social networks (1973c, 1980) and political participation (1983a).

In Appendix 1, I have included tables that show the most common research themes 
in each five-year period that I analyzed (1970–2019). In the 1970s, the research themes 
that scholars of migration to Sweden most often studied included local analyses, cit-
ies, rural areas; children and youth; education, schools, early education, learning; lan-
guage, bilingualism, multilingualism; integration; politics, political parties, political 
discourses, political activism; and civil society, organizations, participation. The first 
category (local analyses, cities, rural areas) refers to studies that focused on migrants 
in a certain location (e.g. Västerås, Eskilstuna). In other words, a large proportion of the 
studies examined Finns living in certain places in Sweden, usually in industrial cities. 
Scholarship on migration to Sweden published in the 1970s and 1980s was strongly 
characterized by problem framing; i.e. studies explored problems in employment and 
living conditions, in daycares and schools, and with migrants’ language skills (see Et-
nisten suhteiden neuvottelukunta 2004). Perhaps a good example of the framing is the 
seminar report published by the MIF, edited by Arja Munter (1979), which was titled (in 
Finnish), “Problems of movement to Sweden” (Ruotsiin muuton ongelmat). 

Similar themes continued to dominate in the 1980s; the most common themes 
included, in addition to the ones mentioned above, ethnic groups, ethnicity, ethnic 
relations, communities; return migration; and culture, cultural encounters, multicul-
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turalism. Jouni Korkiasaari (1983) started to examine return migration from Sweden to 
Finland. Indeed, scholars have later noted that few Finnish emigrants planned to stay 
permanently in Sweden (Snellman 2003b; Lamér 2015). Altogether, it has been estimated 
that about a half of Finns who moved to Sweden during the years of mass emigration 
eventually returned to Finland. Scholars have noted that the reasons for repatriation of-
ten related to economic factors but also to homesickness, proximity of friends and family, 
children’s education, and problems with language-learning and integration (Korkiasaari 
& Tarkiainen 2000). Korkiasaari has noted (1983) that many migrants had considered 
repatriation before, but the decision about children’s schooling was the final push for 
the move: many wished their children to go to school in Finland. Indeed, a particular 
area of interest for researchers was Finnish-speaking children’s school experiences, as 
well as Finns’ language problems more broadly speaking (Skutnabb-Kangas 1979). Al-
ready during this period, Swedish or Sweden Finnish researchers became interested in 
studying Finnish migrants. The primary areas of interest were school, education, and 
linguistic matters (Siirtolaisuusinstituutti 1984). 

“Finnish migrants” in the scholarship on Swedish migration (and on North Ameri-
can migration) typically referred to Finnish-speaking working-class migrants. Indeed, 
to this day, a minority of studies have dealt with Swedish-speaking Finns, even though 
they represent a disproportionate amount (compared to the size of the minority in 
Finland) of the whole migration (for more recent research, see Kepsu 2016). Moreover, 
research conducted during this period lacked a gender perspective; the quintessential 
migrant was a working-class man, as was typical of this era more broadly speaking (see, 
however, Ross & Wargelin Brown 1986). 

In terms of other migration destinations of Finns, the largest amount of research 
(after North America and Sweden) has been conducted on migration to Australia and 
Russia. Olavi Koivukangas was the pioneer of research on Finnish migration to Australia 
and New Zealand. A large proportion of scholarship on Australian migration have been 
general studies that examine different aspects of migrant life, including work, politi-
cal, social, religious, and community life (Koivukangas 1975b, 1986a). Studies on migra-
tion to Russia (or the Soviet Union) can be roughly divided into four main sections (see 
also Siirtolaisuusinstituutti 1984). The first focused on the vibrant migration during 
the period when Finland was an autonomous duchy of Russia. The most prominent 
scholar of this period is undoubtedly Max Engman, who has studied migration to Rus-
sia extensively (1975, 2004, 2005; see also Jungar 1972, 1974). The second line of research 
examined migration to Russia between the World Wars for political reasons (Ylärakkola 
1976b; Kostiainen 1988b), and the third investigated the experiences of North American 
Finnish socialists who migrated to the Soviet Union during the 1930s (Kero 1983). In the 
1930s, about 6,000 Soviet-sympathizing Finns came from North America to the Soviet 
republic of Karelia to toil in its lumber industry (Golubev & Takala 2014). However, it was 
difficult to conduct research on the fate of Finns and Finnish Americans in the Stalin 
era before the 1990s because of restrictions on archival materials and the freedom of 
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information in the Soviet Union. The memories of the Stalin-era were, for a long time, 
mostly brought up in memoirs and autobiographical accounts of the survivors’ descend-
ants. As the archives opened up in the 1990s, historians as well as non-academics who 
had lost family members in the Stalin purges aimed to establish a historical record of 
the repression (Sevander 2000; Lahti-Argutina 2001). 

The fourth significant field of study focuses on the history of Ingrian Finns. The 
twentieth century history of Ingrians, descendants of Finnish settlers to the region sur-
rounding St. Petersburg in the seventeenth century, is marked by forced migrations and 
deportations (Nevalainen 1990; Flink 2010). Together with other national minorities, In-
grians bore a significant brunt of the Stalinist terror and subsequent deportations. World 
War II caused further displacement. In 1943–1944, 63,000 Ingrians were evacuated to 
Finland and placed in reception camps, and in 1944–1945, 56,000 Ingrian refugees were 
returned and transported to central Russia (Flink 2010). Scholars have been interested 
in the history of Ingrians, including the Lutheran churches of Ingrians in Russia, for a 
long time (e.g. Forsström 1890; Mustonen 1931; Haltsonen 1965). However, a thorough 
examination of the histories of their multiple displacements did not become possible 
until after the collapse of the Soviet Union (Flink 2010; Martikainen (Tyyne) 2014).

Throughout the 1980s, the great majority of publications focused on matters re-
lated to emigration of Finns. The familiar themes prevailed: local analyses, return mi-
gration, integration, identity, and linguistic matters. The first studies on immigration 
to Finland were published already in the 1970s, but they were few and far in between. 
Unsurprisingly, the publications were reports on the number of foreign citizens in Fin-
land (Tapio 1974; Majava 1976c, 1976d) or discussed the reception of refugees; Finland 
accepted a small number of refugees from Chile and Vietnam in the 1970s (Tuomiharju 
1974; Halla 1986; Laitinen & Oksanen 1986). In addition, Magdalena Jaakkola released 
the first of her numerous studies on Finns’ attitudes towards foreigners in 1989 (Jaak-
kola 1989a). It is important to note, however, that there were a few studies published 
on migration to Finland in earlier decades, for instance on Russians during the era of 
autonomy (Kurkinen 1984), refugees from Russia arriving in 1917–1922 (Nygård 1980), 
and refugees in Finland during Hitler’s rule (Torvinen 1984).

Research on immigration surges: the 1990s

I noted earlier how the narrative of the history of migration to Finland typically presents 
the early 1990s as the dividing line between the immobile past and the mobile, globally 
connected post-Cold War era. While the idea of the immobile past does not stand up to 
scrutiny, the early 1990s is a certain kind of a watershed period in research on migra-
tion. The number of publications on migration-related phenomena started to increase 
rapidly in the 1990s, but this applied primarily to the research on migration to Finland. 
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Indeed, in the bibliography published in 2004 on migration research in 1999–2004, the 
1980s were described as the “calm before the storm” before the increasing interest in 
research on migration to Finland in the subsequent decade (Etnisten suhteiden neuvot-
telukunta 2004). Studies on Finnish emigration were published steadily, but the amount 
of publications was small, as compared to the number of publications on immigration.

In 1990–1994 and 1995–1999, the most frequently examined topics were language, 
bilingualism, multilingualism; education, schools, early education, learning; forced mi-
gration, refugees, asylum-seekers, undocumented migrants; culture, cultural encounters, 
multiculturalism; integration; and identity.4 Also studies on ethnic groups, ethnicity, 
ethnic relations, communities were frequent in the 1990s.

These results reflect the fact that the arrival of asylum seekers and refugees primar-
ily from Somalia and former Yugoslavia created a great amount of media and political 
attention – arguably a disproportionate attention judging from the actual number of 
arrivals. Nevertheless, forced migration emerged as an expanding field of study. Stud-
ies published during the 1990s were often quite general. It was common, for instance, 
to examine several aspects of refugees’ lives in a single publication (Ekholm 1994b). In 
addition, administrative practices in relation to refugee reception or integration were 
frequent topics (Pietilä (Anneli) 1990; Matinheikki-Kokko 1992; Tikkakoski 1999; Valtonen 
1999b). From the start, scholars were also interested in investigating refugee children’s 
(and, to a lesser degree, their parents’) mental health and wellbeing (Liebkind 1993a; 
Forsten-Lindman 1994c; Punamäki 1999), as well as their schooling situation (Flinck 
1991; Karanko 1992) and language learning (Kosonen 1995). In addition, a few scholars 
explored media representations and discussions pertaining to refugees (Järvinen 1992). 
Internationally, the 1990s was the decade during which diaspora and transnationalism 
became buzzwords in research on international migration. In Finland, studies on di-
aspora and transnationalism did not become more common until after the mid-2000s, 
but Östen Wahlbeck examined Kurdish refugee communities as a diaspora already in 
the 1990s (Wahlbeck 1999a).

In addition to Wahlbeck’s research on Kurds, other researchers also chose to focus 
on certain refugee groups, such as Somalis or Vietnamese, providing an overview of 
their situation in Finland (Virtanen (Timo) 1993; Valtonen 1994; Salminen (Outi) 1997; 
Sakaranaho & Pesonen 1999b). The return migration of Ingrians, the policy that was in 
effect in 1990–2011, also created research interest. A large proportion of these studies 
focused on Ingrians’ ethnic identity, language skills, and acculturation or integration 
(Kyntäjä 1997b; Forsander 1999; Kärkkäinen & Mononen 1999). In the 2010s, the interest 
in Ingrians resurfaced, largely thanks to social psychologists such as Inga Jasinskaja-
Lahti and Tuuli Anna Mähönen (e.g. Jasinskaja-Lahti, Mähönen, Varjonen, Arnold, Yijälä 
& Jurva 2012).

4 Mika Helander also observed a clear concentration on language and educational and day-
care issues in his 1999 survey of publications on ethnic relations in Finland (1991–1996). 
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In terms of research on language, the most common research theme of the 1990s, 
scholars of emigration and immigration were both interested in studying linguistic 
matters. As suggested by Helander (1999), the focus on language could be at least partially 
explained by the strong research tradition in Finland on bilingualism and language im-
mersion programs, which is due to the country’s official bilingualism. As noted above, 
language skills and linguistic adaptation of Finns in Sweden were studied from early 
on, and the research continued in the 1990s, often by scholars in Sweden, such as Jarmo 
Lainio (1991, 1995c) and Leena Huss (1991). In the case of Finns in North America, there 
was a renewed interest in language matters in the early 1990s, in particular in “Finglish”, 
bilingualism, and code-switching among Finnish Americans (Lauttamus 1990; Halmari 
1993; Virtaranta, Jönssön-Korhola, Martin & Kainulainen 1993). In Finland, research on 
migrants’ language learning and on Finnish as the foreign language became popular 
(Latomaa 1996a; Martin et al. 1994; Mämmi 1994), and scholars considered a broader 
range of migrant groups, including Latomaa’s studies (1998) on Americans as Finnish 
learners. Finnish schools and teaching practices were also studied from the perspective 
of languages and multiculturalism (Martin 1999a). 

The 1990s marks the period when studies on migrant integration became more com-
mon; however, the term “integration” had not become established yet. Scholars of Finnish 
emigration had considered already in the early twentieth century the acculturation (ak-
kulturaatio), adaptation (sopeutuminen), assimilation, or Americanization (amerikkalais-
tuminen) of Finns. The term “integration” (integraatio/integroituminen or kotoutuminen) was 
used less frequently in connection to Finnish emigration, except occasionally in studies 
on Finnish migrants in Sweden (Pöysälä 1975; Wester 1975; see, however, Järvepää 1972 
on Finns in Toronto). In the context of migration to Finland, the first studies on integra-
tion appeared in the 1980s, but the terms adaptation and integration were both used in 
the 1980s and 1990s. For example, Pia Mero (1988) used the concept of integration and 
Tuula Ripatti (1988) adaptation when writing about refugees in Finland in the 1980s. Outi 
Tuomi-Nikula (1986a), on the other hand, studied acculturation of foreigners married to 
Finns in Oulu. Over the 1990s, the term integration became more established, likely as a 
result of the introduction of the first law on migrant integration (Kotouttamislaki) in 1999.

In the 1990s, and continuing into the 2000s, integration was examined as socioemo-
tional adjustment or through the lens of language, culture, or social relations (Toivanen 
1995b; Ekholm 1997; Forsten-Lindman 1999b). The focus was often on migrants of refugee 
origin, but researchers also examined integration of other groups, such as Russian or 
Estonians (Kyntäjä 1996a; Alitolppa-Niitamo 1999). Integration was largely understood 
to only apply to migrants; only a few studies considered how increasing diversity would 
mold ideas about Finnish society or “Finnishness”. Magdalena Jaakkola continued to 
publish a series of attitude surveys that laid out the majority populations’ views on 
migration and migrants (e.g. 1995, 1999). The first studies on xenophobia and racism in 
Finland were also published in the 1990s (Virtanen (Timo) 1995, 1999; Liebkind 1995d; 
Raittila, Suikkanen & Lilja 1999).
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As these examples illustrate, research on migration to Finland was conducted by a 
restricted number of scholars. As Mika Helander noted in 1999, the research field was 
still at an early stage. Many publications were general in nature: they covered a wide 
range of topics. In addition, the majority perspective prevailed in most studies. In other 
words, the perspective was that of the Finnish society and the majority population; 
views of migrants were seldom in the research focus. Finnish research was also largely 
conducted in isolation from international scholarship; theoretical formulations were 
almost absent.

The 1990s was the decade during which researchers of migration and ethnic rela-
tions started to coordinate the first research programs and research networks. Karmela 
Liebkind played a central role in establishing the research field in Finland. Her publica-
tion record is expansive; among other publications, she has published or edited several 
books on ethnic relations and cultural encounters in Finland (e.g. Liebkind 1988a, 1994d, 
2000b). An important step in creating the research infrastructure was the establishment 
of the Centre for Research on Ethnic Relations and Nationalism, CEREN, at the Univer-
sity of Helsinki in 1998. In 2000, the Syreeni Research Program, funded by the Academy 
of Finland, was launched to study discrimination, inequality, and ethnic relations in 
Finland (see Puuronen et al. 2004). This program (2000–2003) played an important role 
in the creation of the principal research network in this field in Finland, the Society for 
the Study of Ethnic Relations and International Migration (ETMU) in 2003.

2000s: Attention turns to labor market integration and 
transnationalism

The 2000s mark a period in Finnish migration research during which the labor 
market and, in particular, labor market integration appeared as the most frequent-
ly studied research topics. Integration is discussed in Finland (and in the Nordic 
countries more broadly speaking) often precisely in relation to employment; it is 
one of the most commonly used indicators of integration. As noted by Pyrhönen, 
Leinonen and Martikainen (2017), this research focus likely reflects the precarious 
labor market position of migrants in Finland. The increase in global migration to 
Finland in the early 1990s coincided with the deepest economic depression in the 
country’s history. Thus, migrants’ access to the labor market was difficult from the 
start. Furthermore, Finland became more fully integrated into global migration 
streams during the period of raising concerns over immigration and integration 
in Europe. Problem-oriented immigration discourses were adopted in Finland and, 
consequently, immigration was often seen as a problem (rather than a resource) in 
Finnish society (Forsander 2002b). 
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When looking at research themes that were studied together with integration, the 
clear focus areas were, in order, the labor market, children and youth, education, refu-
gees, and identity. The problem framing, mentioned in the context of Finnish migrants 
in Sweden, was visible in immigration research on labor markets as well (Heikkilä & 
Jaakkola 2004). Annika Forsander’s 2002 study on the Finnish labor market pointed 
to structural issues that prevented migrants from entering the workforce (Forsander 
2002b). She noted that the emphasis on cultural and social capital and the ideal of 
national homogeneity produced a high threshold for the labor market inclusion of 
migrants. Scholars also revealed the segmented nature of the Finnish labor market. 
For instance, Elli Heikkilä and Maria Pikkarainen (2006c) wrote about primary and sec-
ondary labor markets in Finland, the former including highly educated migrants from 
Western countries and the latter migrants from the so-called “third countries” outside 
the EEA, who had difficulties accessing any kind of employment in Finland. Further-
more, labor market integration was examined by focusing on certain migrant groups 
(Joronen 2003c), from the perspective of female migrants or the gendered labor market 
(Forsander 2007b; Harakkamäki 2007; Martikainen & Tiilikainen 2007a), and by looking 
into the impact of migrants’ social networks (or lack thereof) on employment (Ahmad 
2005). Wahlbeck (2004c) introduced a transnational approach in studying entrepreneur-
ship of Kurds in Finland, one of the first studies to look at issues of migration and labor 
in Finland from a transnational perspective. 

Apart from labor market studies, scholars examined integration increasingly by 
looking into the role of migrants’ civic participation and migrant organizations, in-
cluding religious organizations, in societal integration (Hammar-Suutari 2003a; Mar-
tikainen 2006a; Pyykkönen 2007a; Saksela-Bergholm 2007). Statistics Finland published 
two broad overviews of migrants’ living conditions and integration in Finland (Joro-
nen 2005b; Paananen 2005a). Sari Pöyhönen et al. (2009) discussed language education 
perspectives on integration. However, the strong emphasis on language issues visible 
in the 1990s had waned by the 2000s. Furthermore, scholars inquired about integra-
tion through intermarriages (Ylänkö 2000; Jääskeläinen 2003) and in the context of 
the migrant family (Alitolppa-Niitamo 2002). Scholars in sociology or social work also 
examined professional practices in integration work conducted with migrant families 
(Alitolppa-Niitamo, Söderling & Fågel 2005). In addition, social psychologists continued 
to examine the impact of discrimination on psychological adjustment (Jasinskaja-Lahti 
& Liebkind 2001), as well as intercultural encounters and acculturation (Jasinskaja-Lahti 
& Mähönen 2009b). Longitudinal studies on integration were rare – and continue to 
be, largely because of the short-term nature of most research funding. However, Inga 
Jasinskaja-Lahti published a study in 2008 on long-term (eight-year) adaptation of 
migrants from Russia and Estonia in Finland. Studies focusing on the integration of 
a particular ethnic group continued to be common (e.g. Pöllänen 2007; Säävälä 2007b).

In addition to integration research, the most common research themes of the 2000s 
included culture, cultural encounters, multiculturalism; children and youth; identity; 
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citizenship, nation; education, schools, early education, learning; and gender, sexual-
ity, intersectionality. In fact, children and youth was one of the top areas of research in 
almost every five-year period under study. The Finnish Youth Research Society, founded 
in 1988, has played an important role in the creation of this research field in Finland. 
In the 2000s, scholars examined children’s and young people’s citizenship practices 
and civic participation (Harinen 2006), integration, language issues, and interethnic ex-
changes in schools (Keskisalo 2003), identity questions (Iskanius 2002), employment and 
unemployment (Rissanen et al. 2004), and experiences of racism and racialization (Su-
urpää 2001b; Honkasalo 2003; Rastas 2007d, 2009). In addition, some ethnic or religious 
groups of young people were of particular interest to scholars, including young Somalis 
(Alitolppa-Niitamo 2002b, 2004b; Hautaniemi 2004), young Muslims (Martikainen 2009g), 
and Russians (Jasinskaja-Lahti & Liebkind 2001). The previous focus on refugees and 
refugee children was no longer as predominant as in the 1990s; nevertheless, scholars 
also examined unaccompanied refugee minors (Mikkonen 2002b) and refugee women 
(Tiilikainen 2003). Intergenerational relationships within migrant families was intro-
duced as a vibrant field of study (Alitolppa-Niitamo 2001b; Marjeta 2001; Isotalo 2007; 
Peltola 2007), including studies on social work with families (Anis 2008b) and migrant 
parents’ views on services such as daycare or school (Zechner 2007).

An important development in the 2000s was the introduction of the concept of trans-
nationalism in the Finnish scholarship on migration-related issues. A central contribu-
tion to the field was Marja Tiilikainen’s dissertation on Somali women’s transnational 
life in the Somali diaspora (Tiilikainen 2003). The Finnish translation of the concept 
of transnationalism, ylirajaisuus, was “officially” introduced into Finnish scholarship 
in the anthology Ylirajainen kulttuuri, edited by Tuomas Martikainen in 2006. The book 
included, for example, articles on diasporic and transnational social spaces (Huttunen 
2006; see also Hyvönen 2007), transnational care (Zechner 2006; see also Näre 2008; 
Tiilikainen 2008c), and transnational marriages in the context of global hierarchies 
regarding gender, ethnicity, and class (Reuter & Kyntäjä 2006; Sirkkilä 2006a). In addi-
tion, in the 2000s, scholars started to examine families’ transnational life (Vuorela 2002; 
Siim 2007; Tiilikainen 2007), transnational media use (Davydova 2006; Nikunen 2008), 
and citizenship issues in the era of transnationalism and multiculturalism (Pitkänen 
& Kalekin-Fishman 2007). All of these themes remained popular within transnational-
ism research in the 2010s.

In terms of studies on cultural encounters and multiculturalism, scholars exam-
ined, for instance, the idea of “Finnishness” and nationhood in the context of growing 
diversity and multiculturalism. Outi Lepola’s dissertation (2000) was the first dissertation 
on political discussions on multiculturalism and citizenship in Finland. She showed 
the persistently “ethnic” (and, hence, exclusive) understanding of Finnishness, tied to 
the Finnish language and family roots in Finland. Multiculturalism, in contrast, was 
framed in political discussions as being “brought” to Finland from the outside through 
increasing immigration. The idea of the homogeneous past was, again, reproduced in 
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the political debates. Moreover, gender scholars showed how the idea of gender equal-
ity, entrenched in the national self-images and the logics of the welfare state, worked as 
a tool for exclusion in the Nordic countries (e.g. Keskinen, Tuori, Irni & Mulinari 2009). 
Additionally, scholars examined multiculturalism in workplaces and in the work of 
authorities (Sippola 2003c; Pitkänen 2006a), in early education, schools, and educa-
tional sector (Talib 2002; Paavola 2007; Pitkänen & Matinheikki-Kokko 2007; Holm & 
Zilliacus 2009; Kuukka 2009), in everyday multicultural encounters (Juntunen 2009), in 
the politics of NGO work (Tuori 2009a), among youth and in youth work (Honkasalo, 
Souto & Suurpää 2007; Harinen et al. 2009), and in cultural politics (Saukkonen 2007b). 
In addition, Elli Heikkilä published a series of anthologies on multicultural marriages 
(e.g. Heikkilä 2005b, 2008). Media studies on representations and participation of mi-
grants and refugees in the mainstream media also expanded in the 2000s (Horsti 2005; 
Haavisto & Kivikuru 2007).

In sum, in the 2000s, scholarship on migration to Finland expanded considerably 
from the previous decade. While research on labor market integration was clearly the 
largest area of concentration, on the whole, the research field became much more di-
verse in terms of topics covered. In addition, research was conducted in a wide range of 
disciplines, and international research trends, such as transnationalism and diaspora 
studies, started to attract increasing attention by scholars in Finland. As noted before, 
the research of the 1990s was characterized by the focus on “immediate” matters related 
to migrant and refugee reception from the perspective of the majority (such as language 
issues and educational questions). In the 2000s, the majority perspective continued to 
be prevalent. However, through research on, for example, everyday citizenship, gender 
discourses, and experiences of racialization, scholars were also able to turn their criti-
cal eye towards the structures and power relations that placed migrants in an unequal 
position in society.

Publications on emigration from Finland appeared much more rarely during the 
2000s, as compared to research on immigration. Notable studies in this decade included 
research on Finnish and Finnish American fates in Soviet Karelia during the depres-
sion era (Harpelle, Lindström & Pogorelskin 2004, a special issue with several articles; 
Lahti-Argutina 2004; Miettinen & Warkentin 2004), Finnish American literature (Virtanen 
(Beth) 2007b; Taramaa 2009), and the descendants of Swedish-speaking Finns in North 
America (Roinila 2000b; Österlund-Pötzsch 2003). In addition, scholars explored Finnish 
migrants in the current global economy (Ruckenstein 2004), Finnish-origin linguistic 
minorities abroad (Jönsson-Korhola & Lindgren 2003; Siitonen 2003), and life-style migra-
tion in Asia (Korpela 2007). Scholars studying migrants in Sweden became interested in 
generational perspectives, including questions of language choices and identity of the 
second generation (Weckström 2003). In addition, Jouni Korkiasaari and Kari Tarkiainen 
(2000) published a broad overview of Swedish migration and Heikki Salminen (2007) 
a thorough research on the “war children” of World War II. In short, research on “older” 
migrant destinations, in particular Sweden and North America, increasingly focused 
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on questions of identity, generations, culture, and language. At the same time, Finns as 
globally privileged migrants started to interest scholars.

2010s: Critical perspectives and theoretical advances5

In 2003, in the proceedings of the 12th Nordic Migration Conference held in Finland in 
2002, Östen Wahlbeck described Finnish migration research as follows: “(U)ntil recently, 
Finnish migration researchers have seldom participated in international debates and 
much of the Finnish research has not been informed by, and has not seemed to be aware 
of, international theoretical debates in migration research” (Wahlbeck 2003a, 47). While 
this statement may have described Finnish research in the 1990s and early 2000s, to-
day’s researchers do not operate in isolation from the rest of the world. First, migration 
scholars have established extensive research networks and research collaboration that 
extend beyond the borders of Finland. Second, scholars follow and contribute to theo-
retical debates in an international setting. For example, following the critique presented 
against the “methodological nationalism” – i.e. scholars’ tendency to accept nation-
state boundaries as a given frame of analysis (Wimmer & Glick Schiller 2002) – Finnish 
scholars’ interest in topics such as transnationalism, diaspora, and critical border stud-
ies has expanded. Third, as the political and public discussions on migration became 
more heated in Europe after the increased arrival of refugees and asylum-seekers in 
2015–2016, scholars in Finland, like their colleagues elsewhere in Europe, responded by 
producing an exceptional amount of scholarship on forced migration and migration 
governance from a variety of critical and theoretical perspectives. 

When looking at the most prevalent research themes in 2010 –2014 and 2015–2019, 
there seems to be clear difference between the two periods. In the early 2010s, the top 
research topics were quite similar to those of earlier decades: children and youth; labor 
market, employment, entrepreneurship; integration; culture, cultural encounters, mul-
ticulturalism; education, schools, early education, learning; and citizenship, nation. In 
2015–2019, the interest in children and youth, education, integration, and labor market 
remained near the top, but now the most common research area was forced migration 
(refugees, asylum seekers, undocumented migrants) (this category was not even in the 
top ten in the early 2010s). In addition, migration governance and control emerged as 
one of the most heavily studied areas. It is clear that the reason behind this change lies 
in the changing global migration patterns in the mid-2010s, as noted above.

5 In this section, in addition to the bibliographic analysis, my arguments are informed by the 
research conducted for the report on Nordic migration and integration research that was 
mentioned earlier (Pyrhönen, Leinonen & Martikainen 2017).
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When it comes to studies on children and youth, the research field expanded con-
siderably in the 2010s. The study of the second generation (migrants’ children born in 
Finland) or the so-called 1.5 generation (migrants who moved to Finland as a child or 
adolescent but whose socialization and education largely took place in Finland) was 
a vibrant field in the 2010s, and this thematic area will likely interest scholars in the 
years to come. The first comprehensive collection of articles on the second generation 
was Maahanmuutto ja sukupolvet (Immigration and generations), edited by Tuomas 
Martikainen and Lotta Haikkola in 2010. The topics covered in this book included the 
family, educational questions, language and language politics, identity, group relations, 
and racism. Haikkola’s dissertation (2012b) also focused on the second generation, in 
particular on the young people’s sense of belonging and identity in a transnational 
and national context. In addition, Mari Toivanen’s dissertation (2014c) examined the 1.5 
generation, more specifically, negotiations of belonging and understandings of home 
among young Kurds who were born outside Finland. Overall, the concepts of belonging, 
othering, and identity were central in the study of young people.

In addition, scholars continued to study migrant and refugee children and youth 
from a variety of other perspectives. An important field of study was intergenera-
tional negotiations and tensions within families. Scholars examined, for instance, 
relationships between parents and children and social control within families (Pel-
tola & Honkasalo 2010; Tiilikainen & Mohamed 2013; Turjanmaa 2013a). The gendered 
experiences of migrant youth interested scholars too (Honkasalo 2011b; Isotalo 2015; 
Honkatukia & Keskinen 2017) as well as transnational family dynamics and transna-
tional childhood (Assmuth & Siim 2016; Turjanmaa, Jasinskaja-Lahti & Alitolppa-Niitamo 
2017). In the field of education, studies focused, for instance, on multicultural educa-
tion (Kilpi-Jakonen 2012; Itkonen & Dervin 2017) and, as a new field of study, antiracist 
education (Aminkeng Atabong 2016a). In addition, research was conducted on young 
people’s intergroup contacts (Mähönen Jasinskaja-Lahti & Liebkind 2011b), leisure 
spaces (Harinen et al. 2012), and youth work (Kivijärvi 2015e). Multicultural children’s 
literature was also a rising field of study (Rastas 2013d). Increasingly, scholars did not 
limit their study to one ethnic, religious, or racialized group. At the same time, studies 
were still published, for example, on Somali or Muslim youth (Oikarinen-Jabai 2012a; 
Tiilikainen 2015c).

The Finnish Institute of Health and Welfare (THL) mapped out health and wellbeing 
of young people of Somali or Kurdish origin in a comprehensive study conducted in the 
early 2010s (Wikström, Haikkola & Laatikainen 2014). Indeed, health and well-being was 
an important field of study regarding young people in general (Minkkinen, Hotulainen 
& Rimpelä 2018), and young people who arrived as refugees or asylum seekers in par-
ticular (Lähteenmäki 2013; Saarela 2016). The lives of asylum-seeking youth has been 
studied from diverse perspectives, for example, in the collection by Veronika Honkasalo 
et al., titled Young People in Reception Centres (2017). Scholars have also considered the 
situation of unaccompanied minors, as the number of young people seeking asylum 
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alone increased temporarily in the mid-2010s (Kaukko 2013b, 2015; Lähteenmäki 2013; 
Kuusisto-Arponen 2016; Kuusisto & Korjonen-Kuusipuro 2018a, 2018b). Moreover, schol-
ars examined health-related questions among adult refugees (Marlinová 2014; Mölsä et 
al. 2014; Kuittinen, Mölsä, Punamäki, Tiilikainen & Honkasalo 2017). Researchers inves-
tigated effects of traumatic experiences (Castaneda, Junna, Lilja, Skogsberg, Tuomisto, 
Kytö, Salmivuori, Jokela, Mäki-Opas, Laatikainen & Koponen 2017; Mölsä, Tiilikainen & 
Punamäki 2017), therapy options for traumatized migrants (Peltonen, Kangaslampi & 
Garoff 2015), refugees and migrants as patients (Tiilikainen & Mölsä 2010), illness and 
health in a transnational context (Tiilikainen 2012c), services supporting health and 
wellbeing (Hiitola, Anis & Turtiainen 2018c), and the connection between discrimina-
tion and mental health (Rask 2018). THL has also published a broad overview of the 
health and wellbeing of migrant-origin population in Finland (Nieminen et al. 2015).

As noted above, and as indicated by the sizeable literature on refugees’ health, in 
the years after the increased arrival of refugees and asylum-seekers, the amount of 
research on forced migration has grown rapidly (for a review on international and 
Finnish research on forced migration, please see Lyytinen 2019b6). Eveliina Lyytinen 
edited in 2019 a comprehensive anthology on refugees and asylum seekers in Finland, 
divided into four sections: politics and governance, asylum process, representations, 
and integration and well-being (Lyytinen 2019c). This division nicely captures the most 
prevalent themes in the research field more broadly speaking.

I discussed studies on health and wellbeing already above. The growth in research 
on forced migration intersects closely with the critical literature on migration politics 
and governance, which has expanded in the 2010s. This is related to the fact that na-
tion-states and supra-national bodies (such as the EU) are continuously revising their 
policies to control cross-border migration more efficiently. In Finnish scholarship, the 
effects of the tightening family reunification law has been a topic of scholarly interest. 
Saara Pellander’s 2016 dissertation was the first dissertation focusing on the regulation 
of marriage migration in Finland, and the field has expanded considerably in the past 
few years (Leinonen & Pellander 2014, 2019; Fingerroos, Tapaninen & Tiilikainen 2016c; 
Rask, Paavonen, Lilja, Koponen, Suvisaari, Halla, Koskinen & Castaneda 2016; Hiitola 
forthcoming). Apart from the context of the family, scholars have turned their critical 
eye to migration management at the EU level (Kmak 2015a, 2015b), to asylum interviews 
(Määttä 2015; Puumala, Ristimäki & Ylikomi 2019), DNA research in family reunification 
cases and forensic age assessments of young asylum-seekers (Tapaninen 2016b; Ranta 
et al. 2017), migrant detention (Kmak 2018; Kynsilehto & Puumala 2016; Könönen 2018b, 
2019a, 2019b), the growth of the undocumented population as a result of tightened 
migration policies (Leppäkorpi 2011; Könönen 2018b), deportations (Viitanen & Tähkä 

6 Lyytinen also explains the differences between refugee studies and forced migration studies 
as well as other terminological issues. Here, for the sake of brevity, I have chosen to employ 
the term “forced migration” to refer to research on different kinds of forced movements. 
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2016), and reception centers and services (Haverinen 2018; Kelahaara & Mattila 2017; 
Elfving & Kärkkäinen 2018). Suvi Keskinen (2016) analyzed economic cost and welfare 
state arguments in politics and policies related to Finland’s asylum policy. In a recent 
doctoral dissertation, Matti Välimäki explored the history of refugee policy in Finland 
(Välimäki 2019c). Moreover, scholars have been interested in civic activism and everyday 
resistance that the post-2015 political climate has spurred (Väyrynen et al. 2016; Horsti 
2017b; Näre 2018a). Finally, researchers have also expanded their analysis of bordering 
practices from the borders of the nation-state to everyday border struggles (Könönen 
2018d; Tervonen, Pellander & Yuval-Davis 2018). 

In terms of representations, media scholars have explored heated media debates 
following the arrival of asylum-seekers in 2015 (Horsti 2015a; Pantti 2016; Pellander & 
Horsti 2017; Maasilta & Nikunen 2018). The events of 2015 were examined in detail in 
an edited collection by Jussi Jauhiainen (2017c; see also Góthoni & Siirto 2016). In terms 
of integration, scholarly work includes studies on forced migration, social work, and 
health services (Turtiainen 2012a; Nykänen, Keskimäki & Kuusio 2017; Hiitola & Sotkasiira 
2018), integration of refugees (Siirto & Hammar 2016b; Sotkasiira & Haverinen 2019), 
and everyday life and citizenship practices of forced migrants (Hiitola & Vuori 2018).

In integration research, the labor market continued to be the most common area 
in which integration was studied. Scholars examined labor market integration of mi-
grants in general (Krutova 2016) and of refugees in particular (Sarvimäki 2017; Heikkilä 
& Lyytinen 2019). Lena Näre (2016e) pointed out how the labor market is often under-
stood in Finland as a neutral space, detached from other social fields, and integration 
is intimately linked to acquiring employment and language proficiency. With work of 
Näre and several other researchers, there has been a shift towards a more critical un-
derstanding of labor market questions in Finland. Scholars have increasingly situated 
the Finnish labor market in the global scene, on the benefiting side of the deepening 
global economic inequalities. For example, scholars have examined ethnic, class, and 
gender hierarchies revealed by the commercialization and globalization of care work 
(Wrede & Näre 2013; Olakivi 2017; Vaittinen 2017). Lena Näre and Camilla Nordberg have 
examined care work as a postcolonial practice and representations of care workers in 
the media (Näre 2012b; Näre & Nordberg 2016; Nordberg 2016). Others examined topics 
such as temporary migrant workers (Alho & Helander 2016; Helander, Holley & Uuttana 
2016), exploitation of migrant workers (Ollus 2016), and trade union responses to labor 
migration (Ristikari 2012; Alho 2015c). Furthermore, there is a growing scholarly inter-
est in racialization and precarity in the labor market in the context of the neoliberal 
restructuring of the welfare state. Studies in this thematic area include, for example, pre-
carity and the role of everyday bordering in the labor market (Himanen 2012; Könönen 
2014b; Maury 2018), discrimination and inequality (Kontula 2010; Wrede, Nordberg & 
Forsander 2010; Larja et al. 2012), and asylum-seekers and precarity in labor (Könönen 
& Himanen 2011). Daria Krivonos (2019a) studied in a recent doctoral dissertation the 
effect of labor activation policies on migrant and racialized youth, showing how the 
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domain of labor is the key site of gendered racialization experiences for young Russian-
speakers in Finland. 

Krivonos’s dissertation is partially inspired by postcolonial feminist studies that 
highlight the importance of an intersectional analysis and point to the denial of gen-
dered racisms in the social organization of Nordic societies. Indeed, racism as a struc-
tural and everyday phenomenon has been an important and needed research topic in 
the 2010 (Puuronen 2014). Scholars inspired by postcolonial studies have in recent years 
underlined the need to critically examine how ideas regarding “race”, understood as a 
socially constructed category, creates inequalities and exclusions in the Nordic coun-
tries, which have traditionally seen themselves as innocent when it comes to colonial 
discourses (Keskinen 2012b; Rastas 2012; Keskinen 2019). Postcolonial critique points 
to the ways in which hierarchies deriving from the colonial era continue to influence 
racialization processes today in different spheres of life (e.g. Urponen 2010b; Keskinen, 
Näre & Tuori 2015; Seikkula 2015; Keskinen & Andreassen 2017; Leinonen 2017a; Ho-
manen 2018). 

As in the previous decade, the volume of research on emigration from Finland has 
been considerably smaller than that of immigration research. Studies published during 
this period have discussed, for instance, the increasing emigration of Swedish-speaking 
Finns (Kepsu 2016; Herberts 2019), emigrants’ voting practices and dual citizenship (Pel-
toniemi 2019), life of Finnish retirees in countries such as Spain (Wallin 2017), highly 
educated Finns and Finnish professionals abroad (Koikkalainen 2013a; Mäkelä, Suu-
tari & Brewster 2014; Saarentalo-Vuorimäki 2015a; Elo & Hieta 2017), return migration 
(Tuomi-Nikula, Haanpää & Laine 2013; Koikkalainen, Linnakangas & Suikkanen 2016), 
and children of expatriate families (Warinowski 2012). The MIF has also published two 
collections on Finnish migrants living in various countries (Heikkilä & Koikkalainen 
2011; Leinonen & Kostiainen 2019). In addition, Auvo Kostiainen edited an anthology of 
Finnish American experiences in 2014 and Michel S. Beaulieu, David K. Ratz, and Ronald 
N. Harpelle on Finnish Canadians in 2018. In both studies, the historical emphasis was 
clear, but also issues that are more contemporary were discussed. The themes covered 
included work, political life, family, and generations, among others. The political ideal-
ists moving to the Soviet Union in the 1930s continued to interest scholars, even though 
the access to archives has once again become more restricted. Scholars examined, for 
example, the cultural history of Soviet Finns during the Stalin era, also touching upon 
questions of memory (Saramo 2011; Golubev & Takala 2014; Zlobina 2017a, 2017b). The 
political activities on Finnish Americans also continued to attract historians (Goings 
2010; Kaunonen 2010b; Huhta 2017). In scholarship on migration to Sweden, research-
ers focused on, for example, the second generation identity formation (Weckström 
2011b; Björklund 2012a) and a gender analysis (Virtala 2012; Snellman & Weckström 
2017). While, overall, theoretical trends in international migration scholarship have 
not strongly affected research on Finnish emigration, there are studies, for instance, on 
migrant transnationalism (Snellman 2011; Leinonen 2014a; Saramo, Koskinen-Koivisto 
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& Snellman 2019) and on theories of race and nation. Aleksi Huhta’s dissertation (2017) 
represents an example of the latter; he explored Finnish migrants’ racial thinking in 
the United States in the first half of the twentieth century. 

I have probably excluded some important research developments in the 2010s in this 
overview of research on migration to Finland, as the field has developed and expanded 
enormously during this decade. Research is carried out in all Finnish universities and 
several research centers, and basically all fields in human sciences are contributing to 
the research field. The majority perspective that characterized research of the earlier 
decades still exists but is no longer as prevalent as before, as scholars are critically ex-
amining power relations and structures in society at different levels. The critical lens 
is also turned towards the research world itself. An important development in some 
universities and disciplines is the movement towards decolonizing the curriculum, 
i.e. bringing forth knowledge produced by marginalized groups and from outside the 
Western sphere. This will likely produce interesting research in Finland in the future.

Observations on research on internal migration and national 
minorities

In this section, I will briefly discuss some developments in scholarship on country-
internal migration and minorities. The overview is rather limited; hopefully specialists 
in these fields will provide a more thorough review in the future.

Research on internal migration was initiated in Finland early on. According to the 
MIF’s 1984 report on migration research, a significant early dissertation on internal 
migration was Reino Lento’s (1951) examination of internal migration in Finland be-
tween 1878 and 1939. According to Lento, Finland started to register internal migrations 
in 1880. His research focused on demographic, economic, and societal reasons behind 
migratory flows. Beyond Lento, historical studies on internal migrations have been 
relatively rare throughout the years (see, however, Aro 2007). In the early period, Antti 
Rosenberg (1966) studied migration within the Uusimaa province in the 1800s and Viljo 
Rasila (1983) migration in the context of industrialization. Another early dissertation 
was Olli Kultalahti’s (1982b) research on migration as a social phenomenon. 

Research on displacements during World War II are not typically included in research 
overviews of internal migration, but they can surely be considered as such, since people 
who were forced to leave permanently from their homes in the areas ceded to the Soviet 
Union in 1944 were moving within the borders of Finland. Scholarship on the Karelian 
evacuations is expansive, and it includes topics such as settlement policies and Kareli-
ans’ adjustment to the new areas in Finland (Waris et al. 1952; Kulha 1969; Paukkunen 
1997; Rekonen 2006b; Kanervo, Kivistö & Kleemola 2018b). Research on displacements 
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from the other ceded areas (Petsamo and Salla-Kuusamo) has been more limited. Tapio 
Hämynen (1993) researched in his dissertation historical mobility in the so-called Raja-
Karjala (border-Karelia) in 1880–1940, an area in Karelia that became part of the Soviet 
Union after the war.

Changes in the economic structure in Finland increased internal migration con-
siderably in the 1960s and 1970s. Economic factors pushed people from the country-
side to the cities and from North to South (and, as noted before, further to Sweden). As 
a result, in the 1970s, the research field on internal migration was vibrant. Out of the 
studies focusing on movements of the 1970s we can mention Ismo Söderling’s 1983 
publication on the living conditions of those who migrated from one municipality to 
another in 1977–1978 (Söderling 1983b). Simo Hakamäki (1978a), in turn, examined 
migration to rural areas in his dissertation. In the 1980s, Elli Karjalainen (today Elli 
Heikkilä; e.g. Karjalainen 1986b) published several studies on migration and regional 
development in Kainuu, one of the areas that lost a large part of its population because 
of emigration and internal migration. Educational factors in internal migration were 
considered, for example, by Timo Aro (1997a, 1997b), who researched internal migra-
tion to cities with institutions of higher education. In the 1990s, few scholars also 
conducted inter-Nordic comparisons of internal migration patterns (Rissanen 1997c). 
In the 2000s and 2010s, scholars of internal migration studied various themes, for 
example, population concentration in bigger cities (Hirvonen 2001, 2003) and young 
people’s propensity to move (Penttinen 2016). Return migration towards rural areas 
was examined, for example, by Aini Pehkonen (2004) and Mari Kattilakoski (2011a). In 
addition, Elli Heikkilä edited an anthology in 2006 that focused on migration to rural 
areas (Heikkilä 2006e). Returns to a home region were examined, for instance, by Joonas 
Sotaniemi and Markku Mattila (2013).

The majority of studies follow internal migrations of the majority population. 
However, there is also new research on migrants moving within Finland, including 
Antti Kivijärvi’s (2016) research on internal migrations of young migrant men. Heli 
Sjöblom-Immala (2012) also examined migrants’ internal migration patterns as well 
as their integration (see also Kokko 2002; Heikkilä & Järvinen 2003c; Yousfi & Vilkama 
2010). In addition, in the aftermath of the increased arrival of asylum-seekers to Fin-
land in 2015, scholars examined, for example, how regional and municipal authorities 
governed the arrival and presence of asylum-seekers (Koistinen 2017a) and how and 
where asylum-seekers moved within Finland during the asylum process (Jauhiainen 
2017c). Sjöblom-Immala published a report in 2016 on internal migration of Somali, 
Iraqi, and Afghani migrants in Finland in the 2000s. Thaddeus Chijioke Ndukwe (2017) 
studied African immigrants “translocal” mobility, which he found to be caused by ex-
periences of racism. In addition, there is a considerable amount of research on ethnic 
segregation in cities and on out-migration of the majority population from neighbor-
hoods with a large proportion of immigrant residents (Vaattovaara et al. 2010; Vilkama 
2011b; Rasinkangas 2014; Vilkama, Vaattovaara & Dhalmann 2013).
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In sum, research on internal migration has generally responded to national and 
local needs, and a sizeable proportion of research focuses on certain areas, municipali-
ties, or cities in Finland (Etnisten suhteiden neuvottelukunta 2004). Research on migra-
tion between cities or municipalities has traditionally been more active than research 
on migration within localities; however, the aforementioned research on residential 
segregation is a growing field. Scientific publications intended for an international re-
search audience were rare for a long time; most studies took the form of reports geared 
towards professional communities, authorities, and decision-makers. The audience has 
also often been rather local. Notably, the MIF has published several seminar reports on 
internal migration that cover a wide range of topics (Koivukangas et al. 1976, 1982, 1986, 
1991, 1996; Heikkilä 2006e; Heikkilä & Söderling 2011; Heikkilä & Martikainen 2016).

Although a detailed prognosis of the future of research on internal migration is be-
yond my expertise, I can propose a few educated guesses about the issues that research 
will possibly discuss in the years to come. First, the effects of population aging in mobil-
ity patterns will be an important field of study; researchers will continue to investigate 
whether people move towards their “home” regions as they advance in age (see also 
Etnisten suhteiden neuvottelukunta 2004). Second, work-related internal migration 
will continue to produce research. For example, the retirement of large age cohorts in 
different areas of Finland may also affect the mobility of working-age population. Ad-
ditionally, it is unclear how further digitalization of work will influence migration and 
labor mobility. Third, migration of the youth will likely continue to interest research-
ers. In addition to studying young people’s gravitation towards cities, it would also be 
worthwhile to consider what makes a good proportion of youth decide to stay in their 
home region. Finally, residential segregation along the lines of class, ethnicity, and re-
ligion will likely be an important field of study in the future, too, as will be movements 
of different groups of migrants within the country.

In research on minorities, the largest amount of research has been conducted 
on the “old” minorities, including recognized national minorities and indigenous 
people, i.e. Swedish speakers, the Roma, and Sámi people. In addition, Russian, Jewish, 
and Tatar minorities, with some previously lesser-noted minorities such as the Kvens, 
Tornedalers, and Ingrians, are also slowly receiving a growing amount of scholarly at-
tention. Vesa Puuronen (2006) notes that the history of ethnopolitics in Finland in the 
twentieth century did not encourage a widespread research of national minorities. 
Since the nineteenth century, in the nation-building project, the purpose was to build 
a homogeneous nation and to minimize the visibility of ethnic minorities. The goal 
of ethnopolitics was to suppress ethnic differences at the level of discourses and to as-
similate and repress minorities with political and administrative measures (Häkkinen 
& Tervonen 2004). Assimilation through housing, education, and social policies targeted 
the Sámi and Roma people, in particular, but also Russians bore the brunt of repressive 
measures, even persecution (Karemaa 1998). Jews and Tatars were not targeted to the 
same degree, possibly because of their higher socioeconomic status (Puuronen 2006).
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Because of the erasure of the national minorities from the history books and na-
tional self-understanding (Tervonen 2014), scholarship on them was not similarly ac-
tive in the earlier decades as in the case of migration. However, there is a long history 
of conducting anthropological or ethnological research, for example, among the Sámi 
(Nickul 1970; for the Roma, see e.g. Sarmela 1984). In addition, social conditions of mi-
norities, especially of the Roma, have been examined in several reports over the past 
decades (Valtion mustalaisasiain neuvottelukunta 1970, 1971; Niemi 1981; Tanner 1986). 
The Sámi’s land-owning rights were also a topic of early reports (Korpijaakko 1985).

Since the 1990s, scholars have questioned the myth of national homogeneity and 
research on ethnic minorities has become vitalized. Possibly the increased migration 
to Finland and the formation of new ethnic communities inspired scholars to examine 
the country’s national minorities. In addition, the strengthening of the human rights 
discourse and the emphasis on minority rights may have encouraged scholarship in 
this field. In 1998, Toivo Nygård published a history of “marginal groups” in Finland in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Other research has focused on themes 
such as ethnicity and identity (Huttunen 1994a; Liebkind 1997i), citizenship (Huttunen 
1994b), language issues (Huss 1997; Toivanen & Saarikivi 2016a), media representations 
(Pietikäinen & Luostarinen 1996, 1997), minority politics and ethnopolitics (Similä 
1992; Anttonen 1999), cultural policy (Pentikäinen & Hiltunen 1995; Saukkonen 2013b; 
Pyykkönen 2015), and minority rights (Raulo 1999; Toivanen 2002a; Wahlbeck 2013e). 
Antti Häkkinen’s and Miika Tervonen’s 2004 article, cited above, was an important one 
in unearthing the marginalizing policies towards minorities during the period of na-
tion-building. In addition, they edited a book on the history of ethnicity and poverty 
in Finland in 2005. 

Research on the Roma people also became more active since the mid-1990s (Ollikai nen 
1995). Panu Pulma’s and Miika Tervonen’s studies were important in unearthing the his-
tory of the Roma in Finland, and setting this history into a comparative Nordic perspec-
tive (Pulma 2006, 2012, 2015; Tervonen 2011b, 2016). Camilla Nordberg’s (2007c) research 
on the Roma has dealt with, for example, citizenship boundaries. The Sámi minority has 
also been studied from many perspectives, such as language (Länsman 2008), the history 
of education (Anttonen 2010; Keskitalo, Lehtola & Paksuniemi 2014), and identity politics 
(Nyyssönen 2012). Veli-Pekka Lehtola (2012, 2015) has published several books on the Sámi. 
Recently, the rise of postcolonial studies has inspired scholars to increasingly examine 
the takeover of the Sámi lands as colonization (Kuokkanen 2007; Ranta & Kanninen 2019). 
Scholars have also examined histories of Tatars (Leitzinger 2006) and Jews (Muir 2004; Ek-
holm 2013) in Finland. A broad collection of articles on the Russian minority in Finland 
was edited by Arno Tanner and Ismo Söderling in 2016.
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Conclusion – Areas for further research

In this conclusion, I will discuss some gaps in the research field, focusing on scholar-
ship on emigration and immigration. Since the 1960s, research on emigration from 
Finland has been published at a steady rate, but in the past three decades, the field has 
been less active than immigration research. The “ethnic lens” still dominates this field; 
i.e. scholars rarely analyze how emigrants’ migration trajectory and social position 
are affected by not only their ethnicity, culture, or nationality but also by a variety of 
other factors, such as gender, sexuality, class, and age. Moreover, Finnish migrants often 
live in urban areas of the world that could be characterized as “superdiverse” (Vertovec 
2007). Hence, “non-ethnic” forms of identification, inclusion, and exclusion in different 
spaces and scales still need more rigorous research. Globally speaking, today’s Finnish 
citizens are privileged movers, as the Finnish passport grants access to almost anywhere 
in the world. Traditionally, researchers have mainly focused on migrants moving be-
cause of work or family, but Finnish citizens also take advantage of their mobility by, 
for example, spending winter months in warmer climates or doing distance work in 
destinations like Spain or Thailand. Migrations of these “global nomads” would also 
need more research, in a way that exposes how unequally the opportunity to move is 
distributed in the world. In addition, the postcolonial critique could inspire a study of 
how Finnish migrants in different parts of the world position themselves in relation 
to “local” people and minorities. How do Finns negotiate locally their privileged class 
and racialized position in a hierarchical world order?

In terms of “traditional” research areas of emigration to North America and Swe-
den, there are still areas of study that would require more research. To give a couple of 
examples, we know very little about the experiences of non-working age migrants, such 
as children and older people, during the years of mass migration to North America. In 
the case of scholarship on migration to Sweden, a gendered analysis of the migratory 
movements and political organization is almost entirely lacking. It would be interest-
ing to know more, for example, about how Finnish migrant women (both Finnish and 
Swedish speaking) in Sweden positioned themselves in relation to the rising Swedish 
feminist movement. This is an interesting question, as Finnish migrants were active in 
the “women’s movement” in North America in the early twentieth century. In addition, 
the question of aging and care in a transnational context between Finland and Swe-
den would be a fascinating research topic. Finally, it is important to point out that the 
concept of ulkosuomalainen (for a lack of better translation, a Finn abroad) is still often 
understood in an exclusionary sense to refer to Finnish-speaking emigrants with no 
migratory background in Finland. Hence, it is crucial to initiate research that focuses 
on emigration of immigrants and their children from Finland to other countries. The 
causes for leaving from Finland by different groups of people (by education, age, gender, 
ethnicity, and so on) can bring important insights into the processes of inclusion and 
exclusion in Finnish society.
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Research on migration to Finland has expanded enormously since the 1990s. The 
field is now well-established and multidisciplinary, and as I have outlined above, the 
thematic foci are also very diverse. However, methodologically there is still room for 
improvement. As noted before, to understand issues such as migrant integration in a 
more holistic manner, it would be important to nest quantitative and qualitative meth-
ods in same research projects, so that they are truly integrated together, and not only 
alongside in different work packages. In addition, longitudinal studies would be able to 
reveal, for example, what “works” in integration in the longer run. Cross-sectional stud-
ies necessarily provide a more limited view. Moreover, we are lacking an intersectional 
understanding of the integration process, one that takes into account several aspects 
that affect a person’s position in society (such as, gender, age, generation, sexuality, eth-
nicity, religion, class). Spatial analyses of integration are also lacking in Finland. Impor-
tantly, in studies on labor market integration, it would be crucial to not treat the native 
born as the benchmark, as this comparison is hardly fair for recently arrived migrants 
without the same cultural and social capital and linguistic skills. Again, longitudinal 
studies would be needed to understand the integration process more deeply. (Pyrhönen, 
Leinonen & Martikainen 2017.) 

Lena Näre pointed out in 2016 how categories and practices from migration govern-
ance tend to bleed into research, creating separate lines of analysis for different groups 
of migrants, such as labor, family, or humanitarian migrants. This is an important 
criticism, as different categories of migrants – such as labor migrants and refugees/
asylum-seekers – are often discussed and researched as if the categories were mutu-
ally exclusive. In reality, many migrants occupy different roles and statuses in differ-
ent stages of their life. Societies are becoming more diverse not only in cultural terms 
but also because migrants may hold different statuses when attempting to regularize 
their status in a country. The intersecting statuses and vulnerabilities will need more 
research in Finland.

Moreover, we need more studies that examine structural racism in Finnish society, in 
addition to studies that discuss everyday racism. We still lack an understanding of how 
racist structures pervade different levels of our society, and how unquestioned histori-
cal, institutional, and cultural practices perpetuate inequality. Again, racism need to be 
understood in intersectional terms. It is also vital to look at knowledge production at 
Finnish universities and other institutions of higher education with a critical eye and 
to continue and expand the project of decolonizing the curriculum. Furthermore, there 
is already important research that discusses how histories of colonialism and racism 
affect Nordic societies today, but more research is needed. An important contribution is 
the examination of representation of minorities and colonialism in history books and 
teaching by the project “Historians without Borders in Finland” (see e.g. Hakala, Hakola 
& Laakso 2018). Minorities, in general, are still invisible in history schoolbooks, and a 
goal for researchers engaged in educational initiatives would be to make the presence 
of different minorities visible in teaching materials.



– 36 –

The aforementioned “ethnic lens” applies to a certain extent to Finnish migration 
research as well, in the sense that researchers have often focused on a certain ethnic 
group in their studies. This is, of course, understandable resource-wise: for example, if 
the researcher needs the assistance of an interpreter in an interview study, it might be 
financially impossible to conduct interviews in multiple languages. However, we still 
need more information about intergroup solidarities and mobilization across different 
groups, for example, among racialized minorities (Pyrhönen, Leinonen & Martikainen 
2017).

It seems that migration research in Finland is often done in quite separate silos. 
Researchers of emigration, immigration, and internal migration usually conduct re-
search separate from each other. I would propose that we should increasingly “mix” 
movements to different directions in research projects to bridge this gap between 
research areas. This would be important because movements of Finns abroad are 
often discussed in public debates in a rather different manner than movements of 
immigrants to Finland. Finns are rarely considered as “immigrants” in their host 
societies, at least by Finnish observers. The stigmatized category of an “immigrant” 
seems incongruent in many people’s minds when thinking about “Westerners” on 
the move. To combat this tendency to create hierarchies between people on the move, 
projects bringing together studies of immigrants and emigrants would be needed. 
In addition, it is likely that we will need more studies that incorporate an examina-
tion of internal and international migration, as the previously mentioned studies 
on urban segregation illustrate. 

Another binary that would need critical examination is the separation between 
forced and voluntary migration, which is typical for both scholars and the public. 
However, at the level of motives and within family systems, and over a migration 
trajectory sometimes lasting for several years, it is often difficult to draw a clear line 
between forced and free-will movements (see also Lyytinen 2019b). Motives behind any 
migration decision are difficult to disentangle, even in cases that on the surface seem 
clear-cut. I am using the nexus between climate change and (forced) migration as an 
example here. The international refugee law does not provide protection on the basis 
of an environmental crisis; at the same time, sudden catastrophes and slow-onset en-
vironmental changes may push people to move away from their homes at an increas-
ing rate in the future. However, political situations in crisis-ridden areas are often so 
complex that it can be difficult to disentangle the political, social, environmental, 
and economic impetuses behind migration. In addition, how climate change affects a 
particular population is not just a question of environmental issues. Climate change 
is not an apolitical or ahistorical phenomenon – it is entangled with the historical 
developments, politics, economics, and social relations of the context in which it takes 
place. Hence, to understand what happens in the context of environmental change 
necessitates a deeper understanding of the local histories and power relations (here, 
I am again referring to the importance of incorporating historical perspectives in re-
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search). In this complex setting, what movement is forced or voluntary is difficult to 
sort out. Thus, researchers need to avoid getting “stuck” in labels that come into use 
from migration governance.

Finally, it will be interesting to see how much the so-called mobility paradigm 
will affect migration research in Finland in the future. The mobilities paradigm takes 
movement – or, more specifically, meanings attached to movements, i.e. mobilities – 
as the focal point of research. In migration scholarship, an implicit priority is typically 
given to movements that take place across international borders and involve crossing 
long geographical distances (Rogaly 2015). The mobilities paradigm accentuates the 
need to analyze mobility in different geographical scales – from long-distance inter-
national moves to everyday mobilities, such as commute. Rogaly (2015), for instance, 
notes in his research that the migrants he interviewed considered their everyday 
commute as personally more important than the one-time event of an international 
border-crossing. Taking inspiration from the mobilities paradigm, scholars could blur 
the division between the study of internal and international migration and examine 
“from the ground up” what kinds of mobilities matter most for migrants themselves. 
This approach could help researchers avoid the pitfalls of methodological nationalism 
and detach from the ethnic lens. By allowing research participants to articulate what 
mobilities and relations are most meaningful to them, we could, perhaps, liberate the 
research participants, at least for a moment, from the label of a “migrant” that people 
often find themselves stuck with.

I would like to cordially thank the following persons for their invaluable work dur-
ing the data collection process (2016–2019): Marko Alivuotila, Antti Hynni, Kaisu Is-
sakainen, Elina Jokinen, Johanna Järvinen, Anna Kimpimäki, Emmi Kivimäki, Hanna 
Kurttila, Minna Laukkanen, Johannes Lummikko, Emma Mäkinen, Ellen Nieminen, 
and Rasmus Vesala. Additional thanks to Magnus Enlund for the help with the 
Swedish translations.
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Appendix 1. The most common keywords by period of publication (1970–2019)

 1970–1974   1975–1979
1 Local analyses, cities, rural areas  1 Local analyses, cities, rural areas
2 Children, youth  2 Politics, political parties, political discourses, 

political activism
3 Education, schools, early education, learning  3 Education, schools, early education, learning
4 Language, bilingualism, multilingualism  4 Civil society, organizations, participation
5 Methodology, archives, theories  5 Language, bilingualism, multilingualism
6 Integration  6 Children, youth
     
 1980–1984   1985–1989
1 Ethnic groups, ethnicity, ethnic relations, 

communities
 1 Local analyses, cities, rural areas

2 Local analyses, cities, rural areas  2 Methodology, archives, theories
3 Methodology, archives, theories  3 Return migration
4 Return migration  4 Forced migration, refugees, asylum-seekers, 

undocumented migrants
5 Integration  5 Integration
6 Internal migration  6 Culture, cultural encounters, multiculturalism
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1 Language, bilingualism, multilingualism  1 Education, schools, early education, learning
2 Education, schools, early education, learning  2 Children, youth
3 Forced migration, refugees, asylum-seekers, 
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 3 Integration
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 4 Forced migration, refugees, asylum-seekers, 
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Appendix 2. Codes used in the NVivo analysis

Aging, elderly care
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Bibliographies, overviews

Borders, bordering

Brain drain, brain gain

Citizenship, nation

Civil society, organizations, participation

Children, youth

Culture, cultural encounters, 
multiculturalism

Diaspora, networks

Demography

Development, peace building

Economy

Education, schools, early 
education, learning

Emigration, Finns abroad

Environment, climate change

Ethnic groups, ethnicity, ethnic 
relations, communities

EU, EU politics, EU integration

Family, family relationships

Forced migration, refugees, asylum-
seekers, undocumented migrants

Gender, sexuality, intersectionality

Generations, second generation

Globalization

Health, wellbeing

History

Housing, residential segregation, 
regional development

Human rights, legal system, 
international law

Identity

Immigration

Integration

Internal migration

Labor market, employment, 
entrepreneurship

Language, bilingualism, multilingualism

Local analyses, cities, rural areas

Marriage, couple relationships, 
intimate relationships
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Media, social media

Memoirs, biographies, novels

Memory, remembering

Methodology, archives, theories

Migration and mobility

Migration governance and control

Minorities, minority policy

Nationalism, nation-state

Politics, political parties, political 
discourses, political activism

Precarity

Race, racialization

Racism, discrimation, 
hierarchies, inequality

Radicalization, polarization

Religion

Return migration

Security, securitization

Services

Space, spatiality

Statistics

Transnationalism

Violence, crime

Welfare state
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